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SUBJECT: ANOTHER BULGARIAN REACTION TO THE DEC 7 LAPO INCIDENT 
REF: A) SOFIA 2696; B) SOFIA 2589 

1 . AMBASSADOR RECEIVED LETTER FROM LYUBOMIR PAVLOV, CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMITTEE FOR TELEVISION AND RADIO, PROTESTING AGAINST DELAY 
OF ITS RADIO PROGRAM BY PROLONGATION, "WITHOUT REASON", OF 
INTERMISSION DURING DEC 7 LAPO CONCERT "CONTRARY TO THE 
STANDARDS OF ACCURACY ESTABLISHED ALL OVER THE WORLD IN CASES 
OF DIRECT (LIVE) RADIO BROADCASTS." THE DELAY WAS ATTRIBUTED 

TO ZUBIN MEHTA PERSONALLY, AND COMMITTEE CLAIMED IT WAS ALSO 
ACTING AS SPOKESMAN FOR "NUMEROUS SHARP PROTESTS OF BULGARIAN 
LISTENERS." 

2. ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT IT IS SOMETIMES POSSIBLE TO TRANSFORM 
A LIABILITY INTO AN ASSET, AMBASSADOR ASKED TO BE RECEIVED BY 
MR. PAVLOV, WHOM HE HAD TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO SEE SINCE JULY. 
MEETING TOOK PLACE DEC 30. PRESENT WERE ALSO HEAD OF BULGARIAN RADIO, 
CHIEF OF COMMITTEE'S INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPT, AND 

EMBASSY P & C OFFICER. AMBASSADOR BEGAN BY ACKNOWLEDGING 
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THE EVENT HAD BEEN UNFORTUNATE AND REGRETTABLE, AND AGREED 
WITH PAVLOV'S PHRASE THAT INCIDENT WAS "NOT IN THE INTEREST 
OF EFFORTS FOR EXPANSION OF CULTURAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 
BULGARIAN RADIO AND THE CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED 
STATES." 
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3. TURNING TO HOW CULTURAL RELATIONS COULD BE FURTHER 
ACTIVATED AND IMPROVED IN FIELDS OF TV AND RADIO, PARTI- 
CULARLY IN LIGHT OF THE GENERALLY IMPROVING CLIMATE BETWEEN 
THE US AND BULGARIA AND THE UNDERTAKINGS OF THE FINAL ACT 
OF HELSINKI, AMBASSADOR PROPOSED AND PAVLOV AGREED THAT THE 
COMMITTEE WOULD DESIGNATE A POINT OF CONTACT FOR OUR P & C 
OFFICER TO PROVIDE MORE AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS ABOUT THE US TO 
BULGARIAN RADIO AND TV. MEETING ENDED VERY AMICABLY, WITH PAV- 
LOV CLAIMING TO BE INTERESTED IN IMPROVING BULGARIAN COMPRE- 
HENSION OF THE US AND IN MODERATING SOME OF THE HARSH 
IDEOLOGICAL PROPAGANDA THAT WE HAD SEEN EARLIER IN THE YEAR. 
HERZ 
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